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body at once moved and contiguous. The relation of
things to one another is thus a purely mechanical one,
and it is in this physical regard and no other that the.
relation of Cause and Effect is next, after the distinction
of Accident from Body, considered.

Though body has its being as extended, it is not as
merely extended that one body becomes agent in relation
to another as patient; else all agents would produce like
effects in all patients. Action between bodies depends
upon their special accidents. An effect wrought in
any patient is the generation or destruction of some
accident; and the cause of this effect is nothing less
than the aggregate of all accidents, in agent and patient
together, which being supposed present it cannot 1m
understood that the effect is not at the same time pro-
duced and any of which being absent it cannot be
understood that the effect is produced. Such is Cause
simple and entire, inclusive of cauxa nine qua noii, which
may be any one of the accidents that in a particular case
is wanting to the production of the effect. It may 1m
resolved into Efficient Cause and Material Cause, as the
aggregates of accidents in agent and patient respectively.
Beyond these, llobbes contends, there are no such other
kinds of cause to be allowed as the "writers of meta-
physics" have called Formal and Final. Formal Cause,
or, as it is also called, Essence of a thing, is no cause, at
all, though knowledge of the essence (in the sense, before
defined) is indeed efficient cause of knowledge of tlio
thing. Final Cause or End, Hobbes undertakes to show
at the proper time, is also but another special case of
efficient cause, manifested in those things that have senso
or will. And thus interpreting all causation in the purely